
REGULAR CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Tuesday 10.30am - Noon Coffee & Chat. (St. Andrew’s Room)
  3.45pm - 5.15pm     SALT for children (4 - 7 yrs)
     and their families (in term time)
  6.30pm - 9.15pm Youth Fellowship (Village Hall).
  7.45pm  Bell ringers. 
Wednesday 2.00pm - 3.30pm Tiny Tots. (St. Andrew’s Room)
Friday  7.30pm - 8:30pm Choir Practice. (St. Andrew’s Room)

CONTACTS

Priest-In-Charge:  Revd. Clive Ashley  Tel: 01245 243863
   The Rectory, 25 The Lintons, Sandon, CM2 7UA
   Email: cliveashley@btinternet.com

Churchwardens:  Mrs. C. J. Mennie  Tel: 01245 281305
   Mr. M. Puffett   Tel: 01245 222066
Hon. Treasurer:     Mr. I. A. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756
Hon. Secretary:     Mr. D. M. Farrar  Tel: 01245 471484
Electoral Roll Officer: Mrs. P. Eden   Tel: 01245 223415
Bell Ringers:          Mr. N. Tovey   Tel: 01245 472692
Choirmaster:  Mr. J. Gilder   Tel: 01245 471731
Organist:   Mr. R. Woods    Tel: 01245 268304
Flowers:                    Mrs. B. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756
Tiny Tots:                  Mrs. A. Read   Tel: 01245 474858
Magazine Editor: Mr. N. Bobeldijk  Tel: 01245 471756
   (email: nick@bobeldijk.co.uk)
Advertising:  Please contact the editor.
Members of P.C.C.: Brian Amey, Nick Bobeldijk, Richard Cecil,   
   Judy Cecil, David Farrar, James Gilder,
   Christine Mennie, Michael Puffett, Alison Read,
   Dennis Terry, Jack Whinney, Ian Underwood

Arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and visiting of the sick
may be made with Revd. Clive Ashley, or with the Churchwardens.

Our Mission Statement

In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is:

To glorify and worship God and to further his kingdom on earth; To declare 

and show the love of Christ for all people to the people of Sandon; To teach, 

encourage and help people to be disciples of Christ; To proclaim Christ’s 

Gospel to the people of Sandon and the wider world;

To encourage commitment and personal growth in Christian discipleship and 

spirituality; To channel God’s love through service and care for all.
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Organisations & Activities in Sandon & Howe Green

United Reformed Church Howe Green
Minister:  Revd. J. Sermon    01245 601662
Sunday Service: 11.00am Morning Service    (Communion 2nd Sunday)

Sandon Parish Council
Meetings are usually on the 2nd Monday of the month and are held alternately in 
Sandon Village Hall and at Howe Green.
Chair:  Mr. I. Wright
Parish Clerk: Mrs. S. Dobson.   01245 227734
Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes Lane,
  Sandon, Essex CM2 7RP
Sandon Village Hall
Chair:  Mr. P. J. Ellis    01245 222682
Secretary: Mrs. J. Cecil    01245 224747
Caretaker/Bookings:  Mr. S. Turner    01245 471575
  Hall Telephone (message facility) 01245 471970
Treasurer: Mr. N. Bobeldijk    01245 471756

Other Organisations
Beaver Cub Leader:  Mrs. J. Bernardes   01245 476830
Brownie Guider: Mrs. S. Little    01621 840525
Cub Scout Leader: Mrs. J. Blake    01245 603155
Garden & Allotment Assn.: Mrs. E Tappin    01245 476951
Girl Guides: Ms. J. Ronaldson    07939 047987
Over Sixties: Mrs. S. Whinney    01245 222239
Sandon W.I.: Mrs. A. Harvey   01245 474294
Group Scout Leader: Mr. N. Paul    01245 474891
Sports Club: Mr. G. Lucas  (Secretary)  01245 283730 
Youth Fellowship:  Mr. P. J. Ellis    01245 222682 

Regular Activities
Wednesdays 6.00 - 7.15pm  1st Sandon Brownies in the Village Hall
Last Wednesday Monthly 2.00 - 4.15pm   Over Sixties Club.
Thursdays 5.00 - 6.15pm   Beaver Cubs in the Village Hall.
  6.15 - 7.45pm   1st Sandon Cubs & Scouts in Village Hall.
  8.00 - 9.30pm   Sandon Scouts in the Village Hall
2nd Thursday Monthly 2.00 - 4.00pm   Women's Institute in the Village Hall. 

Please inform the editor of any alterations to the above details.

The editor is pleased to accept notices, reports, reviews and articles from any local 
organisation or individual, the inclusion of any such items being at the editor’s 
discretion.

Preferred font for script is Arial 10 point with any graphics being sent in jpeg format.
Deadline for copy is 10th of month preceding month of publication.

Editor: Nick Bobeldijk 34 Gilmore Way, Great Baddow, CM2 7AW
    Email: nick@bobeldijk.co.uk    Tel: 01245 471756

CHURCH SERVICES during MARCH 2011
at St. Andrew’s Church, Sandon [S]

and St. Mary’s Church, Little Baddow [LB]
Monday 28th February

9am Morning Prayer

 [LB St Andrew’s Chapel]

Tuesday 1st

19.00 St David’s Day Service [S]

Wednesday 2nd 

09:15 Laying on of Hands with Prayer and 

 Anointing at a Celebration of Holy 

 Communion  [S]

Thursday 3rd    

10.00 Laying on of Hands with Prayer and 

 Anointing at a Celebration of Holy 

 Communion  [LB]

Sunday 6th  

Sunday next  before Lent

08.00 Holy Communion  [LB]  

10.00 Parish Eucharist  [S]

10.00 Jubilate Eucharist [LB]

15.00 Confirmation Service

 at St Luke’s, Moulsham

Monday 7th 

09.00 Morning Prayer

 [LB St Andrew’s Chapel]

ASH  WEDNESDAY 9th

10.00 Holy Communion with the 

 Imposition of Ashes [LB]

19.30 Holy Communion with the 

 Imposition of Ashes  [S] 

Thursday 10th   

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 13th  

1st Sunday of Lent

10.00 Morning Prayer with hymns [S]

10.00 Parish Eucharist with Choir [LB]

18.30 United Evening Worship [LB]

18.30 Kenyan Eucharist [S]

Monday 14th  

09.00 Morning Prayer

 [LB St Andrew’s Chapel]

Wednesday 16th   

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 17th 

St Patrick’s Day

10.00 House Communion

 [LB Spring Cottage, Colam Lane]

19.00 St Patrick’s Day Service [S]

Sunday 20th 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

10.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

10.00 United Family Worship [LB]

18.30 Celtic Evening Eucharist [LB]

Monday 21st 

09.00 Morning Prayer

 [LB St Andrew’s Chapel]

Wednesday 23rd 

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 24th 

10.00 House Communion

 [LB Bentley, Hopping Jacks Lane]

Sunday 27th 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

08.00 Holy Communion [S]

10.00 Morning Family Worship [S]

10.00  Parish Eucharist [LB]

18.30 Evensong [LB]

Monday 28th 

09.00 Morning Prayer

 [LB St Andrew’s Chapel]

Wednesday 30th 

09.15 Holy Communion  [S]

Thursday 31st 

10.00 House Communion

 [LB Joyce’s Corner, Spring Elms 

 Lane]



Dear friends

This month some Christians from differing traditions will begin the season of Lent 
on a day known as ‘Ash Wednesday’.  Ashes are apparently all that remains when 
something is burned and many of us know this only too well. Those amongst us 
who have lost loved ones and whose bodies have then been cremated following a 
funeral are also forced to confront this very real and harsh image as the ashes of 
the deceased are placed in the ground or scattered at sea.  
Ask anyone who has been through such a sad ordeal and they may be at a point in 
their grief where they are able to say that what remains is the real life.  The mortal 
shell which we inhabit, however beautiful it was or however frail is gone, but the 
true life is never reduced to mere ashes or decay.
At the beginning of Lent, Christians use ash as a symbol of sorrow for things they 
have done wrong and want to get rid of forever. The tradition goes right back to Old 
Testament times.  When people mourned for the damage and wrong they had 
done.  As a tangible gesture of  repentance, they covered their heads with ashes.  
This was the outward sign of their heartfelt sorrow and acknowledgement of their 
sins for the community to see.  In the early Christian Church, ashes were sprinkled 
over those who were turning to God for the first time, the new converts who would 
be Baptised at Easter.  Soon, other Christians felt that they too needed to make the 
same public acknowledgement and do so at the start of Lent.  

In many Christian churches there are special services on Ash Wednesday where 
the priest simply makes the sign of a cross with ash on the forehead of each 
person who steps forward to receive the sign. The ashes used, come from last 
year's palm crosses which are burned and mixed with holy water or oil.   The 
‘Collect for Ash Wednesday’ (a special prayer set aside for the day) reminds us of 
God’s readiness not only to forgive us but more importantly to renew us:  ‘Almighty 
and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made and forgive the sins of 
all those who are penitent:create and make in us new and contrite hearts…’  
The ‘Ritual’ of coming forward in a public church service, kneeling and submitting 
to the sign being placed upon us in an obvious place uses the senses and all helps 
as we attempt to let go of the ‘old’ ways, with the prayerful good intention of putting 
the old ways behind us and never returning to them.  It is however, far more than a 
reminder of the past, it literally ‘marks’ a new beginning as we look forward with a 
renewed hope and vision.  

The Annual Church Parochial Meetings are also on the horizon; a time for us to 
review the past year but more importantly, a time to look forward to the challenge 
of the coming year and how we are going to greet those challenges and this is the 
bottom line!  How are we going to meet and greet those challenges?  I am not and 
cannot be a ‘one man band’ attempting to ‘keep the show on the road’ single-
handedly.  If YOU want a church to be there the next time you need it – YOU need 
to commit yourself now.  Because if YOU don’t, you might find it isn’t there.  Mark a 
new beginning this Lent.

God is with you. Clive (Priest-in-charge, St. Andrew’s and St. Mary’s)



From the Registers

FUNERALS
30th December 2010  Doreen Freeman

11th January 2011  Eileen Betty Bridger

11th January 2011  Henry Thomas Bridger

13th January 2011 Father Gordon Law

17th  January 2011 Grace Barton

“Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual

shine upon them. May they rest in peace.”    

MARRIAGES & BAPTISMS
There were no entries during the period.

Sir Bernard Ribeiro – former parishioner made Life Peer

Those who knew him will note with pleasure that Sir Bernard Ribeiro, 
who lived with his wife Elizabeth and family on the East Hanningfield 
Road in Howe Green until about four years ago, has been made a Life 
Peer, taking the title Lord Ribeiro of Achimota in the Republic of Ghana 
and of Ovington in the County of Hampshire.

The Royal College of Surgeons of England’s press release says that Sir 
Bernard, who was made a fellow in 1972, was appointed as Consultant 
Surgeon at the Basildon Hospital in 1979. It goes on to say he made 
major contributions to surgical practice in his career as a consultant 
surgeon and was an outstanding President of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, an office he held from 2005-2008.

Sir Bernard and his wife were on the Electoral Roll of St Andrew’s and 
attended the church from time to time.                                                                                  
Jack Whinney



Sandon WI February 2011 meeting

The President, Eileen Bartrup, welcomed members and a guest. She 
thanked Sue Simons for the flowers on the top table which were later sent 
to Lilian Scard who was unable to attend the meeting  as she is ill.

The January meeting at which Anne O’Riordan spoke about her canvas 
creations had been excellent and there was a clip board for suggestions for 
speakers for 2012.

Audrey Jerome was then welcomed as a new member, and then Eileen said 
that due to ill health the Duchess of Devonshire would not be able to speak 
at the County Annual Meeting on March 11th, and her place would be taken 
by Lady Antonia Fraser talking on her life with Harold Pinter. A delegate is 
still needed for this meeting. The Mildmay Group Meeting would be on 
March 23rd convened by Hadfelda and schedules were available for 
Sandon’s Spring Show on April 14th. The Federation Inter Institute Quiz 
(won last year by Sandon) would be on May 3rd with the final (if we get that 
far) on July 5th, both events at Boreham Village Hall.

Angela Harvey, Secretary, asked us to vote for the new NFWI Board  of 
Trustees, and the form is on the table at the back while the Lazy Bones Car 
Boot Sale is on Saturday April 16th and not Sunday as incorrectly stated. 

Eileen then introduced Mr Robert C. Smith who gave a slide show of Secret 
Essex. He showed us pictures of beautiful villages, coastline, abbeys and 
castles and convinced us (if we needed convincing) that Essex is a lovely 
county. He was thanked by Val Chiswell, an Essex girl herself. 

After tea the draw was made for the Denman Bursary, and was won by 
Norma Monck, with Barbara Hodges and Ann Eley as reserves.

The Flower of the Month was won by Frances Elliott.

Next month on March 10th Sally Kirk will talk about the Spring Step dairy 
which she runs, and on May 19th there will be an afternoon outing to visit the 
dairy at Mundon with a cream tea will  included in the visit.

Eileen then thanked members for coming and wished them a safe journey 
home.

Anne Nickol.

          
ST.ANDREW’S CHURCH, SANDON.

The ANNUAL  PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

will be held in Church on

Sunday the 20th of March 2011 at 11.30.a.m.

For the election of parochial representatives of the laity as 

follows:

To the deanery synod: 2 representatives. 

To the parochial church council:  4 representatives.

The Vestry Meeting will start at 11.30 during which there will 

be an election of  two Churchwardens followed immediately by 

the Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 

Please note that the meetings follow the 10am morning service 

to which all are invited, there will then be a break for 

refreshments of tea, coffee and wine.

After the meetings there will also be the opportunity for all to 

stay for a Lenten Lunch. 

Relevant nomination forms for the above positions and Notices 

of The Annual Church Meeting will be published on our notice 

boards by  the end of February 2011.

Do come and join us for this important day.

David Farrar, PCC Secretary



 



2011 LENT STUDY COURSE2011 LENT STUDY COURSE2011 LENT STUDY COURSE2011 LENT STUDY COURSE

‘Growing the Church’
Lessons from the Acts of the Apostles and the contemporary 

world church
Have you ever been to an ecumenical Lent Study Group?  Many times or possibly 

never.  
Always different, an opportunity to listen, provoking discussion, engage in your own 
way, sit quietly and ponder the thoughts and questions that may emerge for you.  
Whatever, come and join in with others at the following venues.  The groups are of 

course open to all comers and of any Church without exception.  

Tuesdays evenings in Lent commencing 15Tuesdays evenings in Lent commencing 15Tuesdays evenings in Lent commencing 15Tuesdays evenings in Lent commencing 15thththth  at 7.30pm  at 7.30pm  at 7.30pm  at 7.30pm
in Little Baddow URC Chapel Vestry

Wednesdays in Lent commencing 16Wednesdays in Lent commencing 16Wednesdays in Lent commencing 16Wednesdays in Lent commencing 16thththth at 7.30pm at 7.30pm at 7.30pm at 7.30pm
in St Andrew’s Room, Sandon

Thursdays mornings in Lent commencing 17Thursdays mornings in Lent commencing 17Thursdays mornings in Lent commencing 17Thursdays mornings in Lent commencing 17thththth at 11.00am at 11.00am at 11.00am at 11.00am
Following on from the ‘House Communion Service’ at homes in Little Baddow

Further details from:Further details from:Further details from:Further details from:
The Revd Clive Ashley 
T:  (01243) 243863

Email: cliveashley@btinternet.com
 

Priest-in-Charge of St Mary’s, Little Baddow and St. Andrew’s, Sandon.Priest-in-Charge of St Mary’s, Little Baddow and St. Andrew’s, Sandon.Priest-in-Charge of St Mary’s, Little Baddow and St. Andrew’s, Sandon.Priest-in-Charge of St Mary’s, Little Baddow and St. Andrew’s, Sandon.

Calling all potential contributors:

Have you read a good book recently?
Have you seen a good film?
Have you used a recipe you would like to recommend?
Have you read a poem you would like to share?
Have you visited somewhere special – somewhere interesting?
The editor will welcome articles such as recipes, book & film reviews, reports 
and news items. 
YOU have interesting stories to tell –please think about helping to make St 
Andrew’s magazine an even better read.

If you would like to discuss possible ideas please contact:
Judy Cecil 01245 224747 or email: cecil.family@clara.net



JUMBLE SALE
(In aid of Church funds)

SATURDAY 19th MARCH
12 NOON

SANDON VILLAGE HALL
COME AND GRAB A BARGAIN!

We would welcome any donations, so turn out your loft, 
root in the cupboard under the stairs and sort out those 
unwanted presents. Bring to the Village Hall on the 

morning or if you can't do that we can collect.
Ring Joan on 328369

The Children’s Society

Thank you to the Box Holders for all your generous 
donations. A grand total of £340 was sent to the 
Society.
If anyone else would like a box , please see me.
Eileen Bartrup

HOWE GREEN UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

FAIRTRADE TEA AFTERNOON

SATURDAY 12 MARCH 

from 3.00 p.m.

Bring and Buy stall and lovely cakes

All are welcome to join us for a relaxing 'cuppa'



The Lighter Side

A frog goes into a bank and approaches the cashier. He can see from her 
nameplate that her name is Patricia Whack. 

"Miss Whack, I'd like to get a £5,000 loan to take a holiday." 

Patty looks at the frog in disbelief and asks his name. The frog says his name 
is Kermit Jagger, his dad is Mick Jagger, and that it's okay, he knows the bank 
manager. 

Patty explains that he will need to secure the loan with some collateral.

The frog says, "Sure. I have this," and produces a tiny porcelain elephant, 
about an inch tall, bright pink and perfectly formed. 

Very confused, Patty explains that she'll have to consult with the bank 
manager and disappears into a back office. 

She finds the manager and says, "There's a frog called Kermit Jagger out 
there who claims to know you and wants to borrow £5,000, and he wants to 
use this as collateral."

She holds up the tiny pink elephant. "I mean, what in the world is this?" 

You're gonna luv this.....  

The bank manager looks back at her and says... 

"It's a knickknack, Patty Whack. Give the frog a loan.  His old man's a Rolling 
Stone." 

You're singing it, aren't you? Yeah, I know you are........

Come on now, you grinned, I know you did!!!

 
Thanks to David Farrar

A letter from Beryl & Don Parker

Thanks to everyone who sent us Christmas cards. Unfortunately this year we 
were unable to buy or send cards.

2010 has been an awful year for us. It started in the spring when I crashed my 
car. I have had the odd scrape from time to time but never written one off. Any 
way, I decided to put it back on the road myself.

June was o.k. when we celebrated our diamond wedding anniversary with a 
splendid luncheon at the barn for relatives and close friends.

Things then went from bad to worse. We had problems at Wingfields with the 
electricity supply and the central heating.

In early October I fell and broke my upper right leg. Although this has repaired 
well and, on return from hospital I walked well with a stick, I had another fall 
and broke my right elbow. I still haven’t got full mobility with it.

As a result of all this, Beryl and I have been living at a care home at Hatfield 
Peverel since early December where we are well cared for.

We are both hoping we shall soon be able to return home.

Love to everybody, Beryl & Don

Willowmead
Wickham Bishops Road
Hatfield Peverel

I’m sure that I speak for all of us in wishing Beryl and Don all the best for an 
early return to Wingfields and to worship with us in Sandon. Ed.

Omnipotent and eternal God, the everlasting Salvation of 

those who believe, hear us on behalf of Thy servants, Beryl 

and Don Parker, for whom we beg the aid of Thy pitying 

mercy, that, with their bodily health restored, they may give 

thanks to Thee in Thy church. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.



Friends from other faiths? Yes.  Jewish, Muslim and Atheist!

Something to look forward to: Qualifying as a teacher  next July.

If I had a large sum for charity: Apart from St Andrew’s ( which is obviously my first 

choice haha) it would have to be the BOMO Foundation; a little nursery school and 

orphanage about three hours from the nearest road in the Great Rift Valley.

  Something to save from a fire  probably myself and then maybe the biscuit tin…

My advice to an 18-year old. Beer then wine, fine; wine then beer, oh dear..  But also, do 

enjoy yourself a bit!  It’s the one time in your life with few responsibilities and the 

potential for a lot of fun, so try to see the world and experience something you will 

remember positively later in life.  And don’t worry if you don’t know what you want to do 

with your life;  it will change as you go through your twenties.

Moment to relive; Any of the many times I have said the wrong thing then realised, 

cringed and hoped the ground would open beneath my feet and swallow me up.   Perhaps 

if I relived them I could stop the foot-in-mouth disease before it happened!

Favourite age;  I’m happy being the age I am.

Special interests.  I conduct the Sandon choir and have recently written a book on the 

history of the legal profession in Chelmsford (It’s not quite Mills & Boon I’m afraid).  I 

also love classic cars ( but sadly do not own any, although my Renault Clio may one day 

qualify if I keep it long enough)

 J.G. 

Parish People; James  B Gilder

Choirmaster and PCC member

Although  I was baptised here by Revd Hugh 

Beavan in 1985 I actually only moved into the 

area in 2007.

The reason for coming here was that I got a 

job in Chelmsford. However my grandparents, 

Reg & Peggy Bush were connected with 

Sandon for most of their lives. (I think that my 

family have inflicted themselves constantly on 

the parish since about 1905)

My childhood ambition was to be an architect.  However this does not at all resemble 

what I do now.   I was a solicitor and am now training to become a primary school 

teacher!!

The life lesson that I have learnt is never to be complacent about anything.

How did you become a Christian?   Through the faith of my family and friends - but I 

think it’s probably an ongoing process in most of us, not least me.

What do you like about Sandon Church?  I love Sandon Church.    I love the people 

who make up the church;  they’re kind, warm, welcoming, humorous and thoughtful in 

equal measure  -  and they put up with me!

Do you believe in miracles?   I believe that God does some pretty amazing things through 

people on earth.  So yes.

My hope for the future  I think we can learn from both the successes and mistakes of our 

history to give us hope for the future.   We’ve overcome terrible problems in the past but 

we in the UK seem very cynical about what we can achieve now when compared with 

previous generations.    Maybe if we had a bit more get-up-and-go we would have more 

vision for the future.   I think the press probably has a lot to answer for here!

Outgoing or shy?  On my second day of training to be a teacher the rest of the class made 

me put on a dress and sing a song.   Enough said….

 Coffee or tea?  Earl Grey, not just an addiction but a positive lifestyle choice.

Special life experience  I spent my gap year in a remote part of Kenya.  A fantastic 

experience which I still think about every day.

Moving film or book.  The Lady in the Van by Alan Bennett

Favourite part of the Bible  The Song of Songs

Words that inspire.  ‘Children’ from Khalil Ghibran’s  ‘The Prophet.

The quality that I most value in others is putting others before yourself, and a sense of 

humour!

Grating characteristic in others unthinkingly following the herd.

I am a night person - I struggle to get up with the lark!! I like  the summer although every 

season has its good points.

Moments when I feel the presence of God.  Every time we share the peace on Sundays.

My favourite hymn   ‘How Shall I Sing That Majesty’

Religion and politics when mixed often get a very bad press but I think that both are 

inextricably linked.   The challenge is, I guess, to make them both forces for good and to 

combat the extremist viewpoints who seem to dominate the discussion.

Parish wildlife – a Little Egret

In the nearly 50 years my wife and I have lived in the Parish, we have seen, and 

still do, foxes, badgers, muntjak, hares and rabbits. When we first moved here we 

used to have cattle and sheep being driven down our road on a regular basis. We 

do have a good collection of birds visiting our garden, with the occasional heron 

trying to get the goldfish in our pond and sparrow hawks trying to take small birds 

near our bird feeders. 

We once saw a goldcrest and found a tree-creeper, which appeared to have flown 

into a window and killed itself. Until now the highlight has been the two or three 

times we have seen a kingfisher, at Paternoster Ford, also known locally as 

Kingfisher Ford, where Sandon Brook crosses the end of Sporhams Lane. Then a 

week or so before the end of January I saw a Little Egret just down from the ford. 

I thought I had seen one once before taking off from the brook in Woodhill 

Common Road, but this time it was actually pottering in the brook, and I backed 

down into the middle of the ford to make sure it was indeed a Little Egret – a 

medium sized white heron. One can now see them fairly frequently on the 

Blackwater in and around Maldon, but a good 1969 bird book of ours says: 

“occasionally appears on estuaries mainly on south and east coasts of England in 

summer; winters south from Mediterranean”. A more up to date book has them in 

a section of “Rare and occasional visitors”, but says: “it is an increasing visitor to 

Britain, especially in April-June, but may occur at any time. Ian Wright says he 

too has seen them in the Parish. Still it is a definite highlight for me and quite 

something to have in the Parish, even if only visiting.

                                                                               Jack Whinney


